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display the flag of the United States on all
government buildings throughout the day.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-seventh day of April, in
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-five, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and nineteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:16 a.m., April 28, 1995]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on May 1.

Remarks on Presenting the Teacher
of the Year Award
April 28, 1995

Thank you very much, Secretary Riley,
Governor Knowles, to our distinguished
Teacher of the Year. We’re fortunate to be
joined here by many friends of education.
I cannot mention them all, but I would like
to mention a few: First, my longtime friend,
Gordon Ambach, the executive director of
the Council of Chief State School Officers;
Scholastic, Inc. CEO and president Dick
Robinson, and senior vice president Ernie
Fleishman; President of the AFT Al Shanker;
and I know that Keith Geiger from the—
the president of the NEA, was on his way
here—I don’t know if he’s here yet—Assist-
ant Secretary of Education Tom Payzant, I’d
like to thank him for his work and for coming
here from a school district to make sure we
keep grounded in the real world. I want to
say a special word of welcome to all these
fine teachers here who represent, along with
our Teacher of the Year, 46 of the total
honorees throughout the United States.
We’re very, very glad to have all them here,
and I think we should give them a hand this
morning and a welcome. [Applause]

Before I make my remarks about the
Teacher of the Year and the importance of
education today I want to say one word about
our ongoing efforts to protect the American
people from ever again having to endure
what the American people have endured in
Oklahoma City.

Sunday I announced the first in a series
of new steps to combat terrorism in America,
whatever its source. Wednesday I invited Re-
publican and Democratic leaders from the
Congress to the White House to do more.
I announced at that time I would send to
Congress new legislation designed to crack
down on terrorism. These new measures will
give law enforcement expanded investigative
powers, increased enforcement capacities,
and tougher penalties to use against those
who commit terrorist acts.

I’m encouraged so far by the response
from Members of Congress in both parties.
And I say again, Congress must move quickly
to pass this legislation. The American people
want us to stop terrorism. They want us to
put away anyone involved in it. We must not
allow politics to drag us into endless quib-
bling over an important national item. We
must not delay the work we have to do to
keep the American people safe and to try
to prevent further acts of this kind.

We must allow the American people to get
on with their lives, and all of that is caught
up in this measure. I have put tough legisla-
tion on the table. It reassures the American
people that we are doing all we can to protect
them and, most importantly, their children.
We must not dawdle or delay. Congress must
act and act promptly.

All Americans have responded with great
spirit to this awful tragedy. Law enforcement
has been swift and sure. The rescue efforts
have been truly heroic and not without their
own sacrifices. Communities have come to-
gether as we reach out to support the people
who have endured so much. Now, working
together, we are going to do more.

The thing that I notice most, perhaps,
about the Oklahoma City tragedy was how
moved all Americans were by the plight of
innocent children. It is hard to think of any-
thing good coming out of something so hor-
rible. But if anything, I think the American
people have reaffirmed our commitment to
putting the interests of our children and their
future first in our lives.

In the brief time since he took office, the
Governor of Alaska, Tony Knowles, who is
sitting here behind me, has already worked
to do that in Alaska. Alaska, as you know,
is vast and faces unique problems and chal-
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lenges. Those challenges are being met
through satellite technology the Healthy
Start program which ensures that children
start school well-nourished and ready to
learn. That is a sort of commitment that all
of us now must take into our lives, into our
States, into our schools, into our commu-
nities.

I ran for President to make sure that the
American dream would be available to all of
our children well into the next century. I
wanted to make sure that we could deal with
the challenges of today and tomorrow pre-
sented by the global economy, presented by
the revolutions in technology in ways that
gave everybody a chance to live up to the
fullest of his or her God-given capacities. We
know that more than anything else today, that
requires a good education.

We know that the technological revolution
and the global economy, with all of its pres-
sures, have begun in every wealthy nation to
put unbelievable strains on the social con-
tract, to split apart the middle class. That is
happening more in the United States than
any other country, and the fault line is edu-
cation. If you look at what is happening to
adults, working people and their families, in
their workplaces all across this country, those
who are well-educated are doing very well
in this global economy, and those who lack
an education are having a very difficult time.

We owe it to the children of this country
to make sure that every one of them has the
best possible education. And in doing that,
we are being a little bit selfish because this
country itself will not be strong into the next
century unless we dramatically improve the
reach and depth of our common efforts to
educate all of our people.

As I have said many times in many places,
we face two great deficits in this country: a
budget deficit that is the product of too many
years of taking the easy way out and an edu-
cation deficit that is the product of too many
years of ignoring the obvious. We have
worked hard to try to address both over the
last 2 years, reducing our deficit by $600 bil-
lion over a 5-year period and increasing our
commitment to education.

We must do more on both, but we dare
not sacrifice one at the expense of the other.
The answer to the budget deficit is not to

reverse the gains we have made by expanding
Head Start, by expanding opportunities for
young people who don’t go to college to
move from school to work with good jobs
and good futures, by expanding our commit-
ment to childhood nutrition and the health
of our children, by expanding our efforts to
give people the chance to go to college
through more affordable college loans and
the AmeriCorps national service program.
We cannot cure one deficit at the expense
of the other.

And indeed, in some areas we should
plainly be doing more. The Goals 2000 legis-
lation for the first time set America on a
course of national excellence in education,
while giving teachers like the ones we cele-
brate here today more opportunities working
with their principals to have flexibility from
cumbersome Federal rules and regulations
to do what they know best in educating their
children. We should be putting more money
into our schools with less rules and regula-
tions, but higher standards, higher expecta-
tions, and honest measurement of edu-
cational progress.

We should be doing more of what we’ve
been doing in the last 2 years, not less. And
we can do it and bring the deficit down. We
must attack both deficits at once and not sac-
rifice education on the altar of deficit reduc-
tion.

We must also realize that the work of
America is a work that is not done by govern-
ment alone or even primarily by government.
As I used to say over and over again when
I was a Governor and much closer to the
schools of our country, nothing we do in gov-
ernment will matter at all unless there are
people like the teachers who are being hon-
ored here today.

What we do in Washington only empowers
people to do better by our children in every
school in the country. What happens in the
home and what happens in the school and
how they relate to and reinforce one another
will have the deciding influence on the qual-
ity of education in the United States and the
future of this country as we move into this
new and exciting age.

Many of you remember Jesse Stuart, who
taught in a one-room schoolhouse in the rural
south and wrote a wonderful book called

VerDate 28-OCT-97 13:02 Jan 18, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00044 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P17AP4.028 p17ap4



729Administration of William J. Clinton, 1995 / Apr. 28

‘‘The Thread That Runs So True,’’ in which
he said, ‘‘A teacher lives on and on through
his students. Good teaching is forever, and
the teacher is immortal.’’ Well, just like Jesse
Stuart, the 1995 National Teacher of the Year
has taught in a one-room schoolhouse, but
hers is in rural Alaska, where it’s a little cold-
er in the wintertime.

Elaine Griffin’s work at the Kodiak Island
schools of Akhioc and Chiniak over the past
20 years has significantly expanded the edu-
cational, social, and cultural environments for
the students in her K-through-12 classroom.
With her husband, Ned, she brings in mem-
bers of the community to share their talents
with the students. And as the students learn
about their own history, they are also being
taught to understand distant lands. Many of
the students have participated in foreign ex-
change programs, and I must say that, Elaine
and Ned have created their own cultural ex-
change with their three remarkable children,
whom I just had the privilege of meeting in
the Oval Office, whom I know that she will
introduce in a moment.

College attendance has increased signifi-
cantly among their students. In Akhioc, a re-
mote village where teen pregnancy, alcohol-
ism and suicide were common, Elaine ex-
panded the K-through-8 program so that it
included high school. Today, 90 percent of
the children in that remote village graduate
from high school. And America is better for
it.

Elaine, it is my pleasure to present the
1995 Apple Award, honoring you as the Na-
tional Teacher of the Year and to thank you
on behalf of all the American people for your
dedication to your students and to the best
in this country. You are truly a model for
all the teachers of this country but for all
the citizens as well.

Congratulations, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:05 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Message on Public Service
Recognition Week, 1995
April 28, 1995

Greetings to everyone celebrating Public
Service Recognition Week, 1995.

Our nation’s government has tremendous
potential for good when it works in partner-
ship with citizens to expand opportunity.
With the assistance of dedicated public em-
ployees, our government has helped to ad-
vance civil rights, defend freedom, protect
our environment, and uplift the lives of
countless Americans. All those who serve the
people of the United States can be proud
of their contributions to this important leg-
acy.

As our Administration continues its efforts
to make government work better and cost
less, this week offers Americans a special op-
portunity to learn more about the importance
of public service. Every citizen has a solemn
responsibility to understand and become in-
volved in ensuring our country’s success. I
encourage all of you to discover the many
ways in which our government is changing
to keep pace with the times. Your participa-
tion can help to ensure a brighter future for
you and your family and for communities
throughout the land.

Best wishes for a most successful week.

Bill Clinton

NOTE: Public Service Recognition Week will be
observed May 1–7.

Proclamation 6793—Small Business
Week, 1995
April 28, 1995

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
At the heart of our free enterprise system

are the Nation’s 21.5 million small busi-
nesses. They are the engine of our economy,
keeping America competitive in domestic
and global markets. These businesses dem-
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